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Thai Family in the Decade of Development

Chai Podhisita
Associate Fellow of the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences,
The Royal Institute, Thailand

In the past two decades or so Thai society has experienced significant
changes in social and economic aspects. Consequently, such changes have resulted in
adjustment in the households. Some of these changes include limitation of the family
size and modifying of living arrangement. In the long run, all of these result in changes
at structural level of the household.

This article draws upon the data from the Survey on Economic and Social
Condition of the Households, 1988, 1998 and 2008. Results of the analysis reveal
that there have been significant changes in the household structure over the period of
two decades. Of particular interest are declining trends of two-generation households
which in the past formed the main stream living arrangement in Thai society while
other forms of households increase in proportions. These emerging households include:
one-generation households, one-person households, three-generation households and
skipped-generation households. When classified by heads, it was found that propor-
tions of the household with female heads are increasing. Although these are relatively
smaller in number, the increasing proportion of these forms of living arrangement
indicates significant changes in Thai households. Another important finding is the
increasing proportion of the households with old persons (aged 65 and over). Based
on the on-going trend of demographic changes, it is expected that this proportion will

continue to grow in the future.

Structural changes of the household reported here have significant
implications for social policy. For that purpose, further in-depth studies are recom-
mended to help formulating effective programs and interventions.

Keywords : household, structure of Thai household, socio-economic change





