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When pronouncing the word wasy3 as [iavz/y3], why does [u] is lengthened to
[uu] iny3?

Udom Warotamasikkhadit

Fellow of the Academy of Arts,

The Royal Institute, Thailand

The name of the province, wwsy3, is normally pronounced [phétburi],
except by those who love word combination (samasa), and who, if teachers, will require
their Thai students to pronounce this words as [phétchaburi]. In this pronunciation the
vowels in the second section of the compound, 3, will automatically be lengthened to
[buurii], but Thai language teachers will not able to notice, either visually or cognitively,
the differences in short and long vowels in this word. Thai language teachers often
teach that the combination of two or more Pali and Sanskrit words into one compound
word is called samasa, and that under this rule, if the word does not end with [i] or [u],
the vowel [a] is inserted after the last consonant of the first section; e.g., §2% + nssu
= (39n554 [wéetchakam]; and that, if the first word in the compound ends with [i] or
[u], it is pronounced with an inserted [i] or [u]; e.g., 76ln72¢ [withiphaawa] wysa
[meerdmaat]. Many of these Thai language teachers never explain to their students that
there are a number of word combinations with samasa in which the vowel [a] is not
inserted between the two combined words, such as guwasuez, landag and many other
words. This may be because they are not aware of the influence of mora, prominence,
and rhythm. Pronunciations of (wwsy3 as [phétchaburi] places prominence on the
syllable [chd], thus adding a mora to the front section of the word. In this case the brain
will automatically lengthen the vowel [u] in the secord of word section of the word to
[uu] in order to balance the mora of the first section.

Keywords: rhythm, mora, prominence, samasa.



