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Abstract

King Bhumibol Adulyadej (the ninth monarch of the Chakri Dynasty, or King Rama IX)
had made significant contribution to alleviate the problems of hunger and poverty for the
people of Thailand. This paper collects information from his Majesty’s pledge upon this
Coronation, his royal multifarious duties, his royal projects and his speeches on the
philosophy of the Sufficiency Economy. The paper focuses on the parts of his determination
to solve the problems of hunger and poverty for his people. The author’s assessment of
these documents comes to the conclusion that his Majesty had comprehensive knowledge
and wisdom in various fields including scientific knowledge and economics and he used
them with dedication to alleviate the problems of hunger and poverty. His leadership in
doing so must have induced many people and various organizations to realize the

importance of such problems.



The author points out that absolute poverty is the extreme form of inequality
because the poor are those who have the lowest income compared to other groups in the
society. In 2016, the poverty incidence in Thailand was at 8.6 percent, declining from the
rate of more than 50 percent in 1962. Although the reduction in poverty is significant, there
appears to be only some small reduction of inequality in income but it is too small and too
slow and the inequality in income remains high. In addition, there is higher inequality in
other dimensions especially in asset ownership. The government should have policies to
reduce such inequalities or else the country runs the risks of political instability which in turn

will feed back to economic instability.

Keywords: King Bhumibol Adulyadej, income distribution, inequality, poverty, royal projects,

sufficiency economy
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