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A mean solar day is about four minutes longer than a mean sidereal day owing to the motion of
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the Earth around the sun. It is the mean solar day that is divided into 24 hours and is used in our
daily life. The 0° longitude passing though Greenwich village in London was accepted internation-
ally as the prime meridian in 1884. The standard time of England, using 0° longitude, is also known
as UT (universal time). The standard times of the countries east of England are ahead of UT, while
those of the countries west of England are behind. It has been international practice that the longi-
tude passing through a country that is divisible by 15 or 7.5 should be used to represent the standard
time of that country. This would make day time and night time in that country more natural, i.e. with
the sun rising at about 6 a.m. and setting at about 6 p.m. The 105° east longitude, passing through
Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani Provinces in northeastern Thailand, has been used to repre-
sent the standard time of the country since 1919. This means that Thai standard time is seven hours
ahead of UT, which is more suitable for Thailand than the zone time which is eight hours ahead of
London, used by many countries such as China and Singapore.

Key words : standard time, Thailand
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