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Abstract

The Silk Road
Petcharee Sumitra
Fellow, the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences, the Royal Institute, Thailand

The Silk Road refers to the routes used since ancient times for trade between China and the
Mediterranean World. The eastern end of this road went as far as Loyang and Sian (Chiangan)
which were alternate capitals of China at the time.

There are a number of trails through Central Asia which were utilized at different times de-
pending on various considerations and security issues. Because transport was on the backs of ani-
mals, only expensive and highly valuable commodities would be worth transporting. Silk, which
China had developed at a very early time, was one such commodity.

Traders sold silk to the Romans at a price which is estimated to have been one ounce of gold for
one ounce of silk (the resulting drain on the Roman economy was so serious that the Romans called
for laws to stop trading).

During the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-221 CE), the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE) and the Mongol
Dynasty (1200-1360 CE), the Chinese controlled much of Central Asia and could offer security to
traders for a great distance beyond China proper. As Chinese power waxed and waned over the
centuries, as did the power of more temporary kingdoms in Central Asia, the trade on the routes also
rose and fell.

Except for the early centuries, the Silk Road was not the only trade route to the West. In the
seventh Century, Arab ships traded at Canton and other Chinese ports, until the Portuguese came on
the scene in the sixteenth Century.

By the end of the nineteenth Century, Russian advances towards Central Asia closed off the
possibility of using the Silk Road to others, except for local trade and travel.

Key word : Silk Road
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